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THE WITCH OF ENDOR. 

The following is from the posthumous Work of the 
late Dr. Osgood of Medford. After examining 
and confuting the hypothesis of former Commen- 
tators, with regard to the raising of Samuel by 
the Witch of Endor, the Dr. adds : 

I therefore ask your attention to the history itself, 
that we may see whether, upon a critical exatnine- 
tion, it states any facts or circumstances which may 
not easily and naturally be resolved into the arts and 
management of imposture. Saul’s application was 
to “a woman that hath a familiar spirit.” The He- 
brew words, literally rendered, are “ the mistress,” 
or “she that hath power of the bottle, or belly.” 
Impostors of this description were so called on ac- 
count of their bodies being swollen or distended, as 
they feigned, by a divine energy or spirit possess- 
ing them at the time when they uttered their oracles. 
By the Greeks they were called ventriloquists, per- 
sons who spoke in, or by the belly. Accordingly, 


Josephus thus explains the order of Saul: “ That 
they should seek out for iim one of those women 
that could speak out of their bellies, and call forth 
the souls of the dead ; that by this means he might 


know if his affairs should succeed.—F or this sort of 
belly-speakers can bring up the souls of the dead, 
and by their help can foretel futurities.” The 
meaning of Josephus is, that these are the things 
to which they pretended, and they supported such 
pretences by so altering the natural tone of their 
voice, that though they really spake themselves, 
they could impose on those who consulted them, 
and make them believe that their answers were re- 
ceived from the spirit that had been conjured up. 
This they confirmed by so managing their voice, 
as to cause it to be heard in any direction or from 
whatever quarter they pleased ; “ either above them 
ot below them, or on either side of them; down a 
chimney, or through a wall, as should best suit their 
imposture, and most effectaally deceive those who 
applied to them.” This art of ventriloquism, in- 
stances of which have occurred in modern times, 
was probably the main ground on Which the witches 
and wizards of old founded their claim to a power 
of conversing with demons and with the spirits of 
the dead, and of learning from them the knowledge 
of future events. 

In his better days, Saul had cleared the land of 
these impostors, by putting the law of God in exe- 
cution against them. But as he had never acted 
from a principle of sincere respect to Jehovah, and 
in many instances had wilfully and most presump- 
tuously offended him—he seems at last to have filled 
ip the measure of his iniguities, by falling himself 





SESE VES 
into those vile practices which he had so severely 
punished in others. For years past he had been 
far from having a sound mind; and, at this junc- 
ture, his panic at the sight of the Philistine army, 
had nearly deprived him of the small remains of 
reason. He appears, however, not to have been so 
lost, as to be unconscious of the disgrace he might 
bring upon himself, if it should be publicly known 
that he had applied toa sorceress. He therefore ob- 
served as much secrecy as possible on the occasion ; 
and having disguised himself, went by night, and 
with only two attendants. Her residence was pro- 
hably at no great distance from the camp. How he 
disposed of his two servants at the door of her dweil- 
ing, we are not told; but there is no hint or intima- 
tion that they were witnesses to what passed between 
him and her, or between him and the pretended 
Samael. A present in the first instance probably 
introduced him and his business, and rendered her 
propitious to his wishes. His request is, “ Divine 
unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up 
whom I shall name unto thee.” In so saying, Saul 
implicitly acknowledges all the supernatural powers 
and prerogatives to which any witch or wizard ever 
pretended. “ Bring me him up whom I shall nanve 
unto thee,” wherever he may be, whether in heaven 
or in hell, above or under the earth, or in any of 
the regions of space; they must all go and come at 
thy command, and give forth their oracles to those, 
who, through thee, consult them. This is the ob- 
vious import of his request. 

But could the king of Israel, after having been 
trained up in the knowledge of the true religion, be 
so senseless, as to believe that the spirits of just men 
made perfect, the souls of prophets and saints, after 
entering into the heavenly rest, should be subject to 
the control of conjurers ; and forced by the impious* 
arts of sorcery and enchantment, against their wills, 
to make a mysterious midnight appearance, and 
give forth moonshine oracles to wicked men, forsa- 
ken of God and given over to the consequences of 
their own impieties and follies? Is it not yet more 
astonishing, that any Christian divines should have 
believed this, and put such a construction upon this 
passage of sacred history ? 

Extraordinary and prodigious as were Saul’s ex- 
pectations from the woman, she makes no objections 
to them as things beyond the reach of her art. She 
implicitly admits her ability to satisfy his inquiries. 
The only preliminary question to be settled between 
them, concerns her own personal safety ; and she 
makes this cautious reply: “ Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that 
have familiar spirits, and the wizaeds, out of the 
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land: wherefore, then, layest thou a snare for my 
life, to cause me to die?” By the living God, Sau! 
swears, that no punishment should befall her in con- 
sequence of her compliance. This difficulty being 
removed, she applies herself to her business, and de- 
sires him to name the dead person whom he wished 
to consult. On his mentioning Samuel, she seems 
to have withdrawn some little distance from him, 
probably into a subterraneous cell, from which, ina 
short time, she gives a shriek, as if in an agony, 
loudly exclaiming, “ Why hast thou deceived me ? 
for thou art Saul.” From these words it is evident 
that her pretended fright is occasioned, not by a vi- 
sion of the real Samuel, or any other unexpected 
apparition ; but by the information received from her 
ghost, that the person now consulting her, was the 
king himself, who had put to death so many of her 
profession. The truth is, that, from the beginning, 
she well knew Saul, notwithstanding the disguise 
which he had assumed. As he was a head taller 
than any other man in Israel, he was always known 
at first sight, even by those who had never seen him 
before. This woman must also have known him 
from the promise of impunity which he had given 
her; as none but her sovereign could have made 
such a promise. Her object, therefore, in the man- 


agement now stated, was to excite his admiration of 


her art, and procure credit to what was to follow, 
by making Saul first believe, that, in a way super- 
natural, she had discovered who he was. In this 
she succeeded. Saul was satisfied that some ghost 
had betrayed him to her, and given her the infor- 
mation of his person; and, desuwing her not to be 
frighted, as he would be faithful to his oath just 
pledged, he wishes to know what apparition had 
spoken to her, or “what she had seen.” Her an- 
swer is, “I saw gods ascending out of the earth.” 
This is precisely in the style of pagan witches, 
whose pretended power was chiefly exercised over 
the infernal deities, and bringing forth the ghost 
from the lowest sepulchres. By this time Saul’s 
imagination is filled with the idea of Saimuel’s ap- 
pearance; and though the woman spoke of a plu- 
rality, he understands her as meaning one principal 
personage, accompanied, perbaps, with his usual at- 
tendants; he therefore asks, “* What form is he of ?” 
She answers, “An old man cometh up; and he is 
covered with a mantle.” As this description exact- 
ly suited the well known habit of the Prophet, Saul, 
from this account of the witch, without any other 
evidence (for it is not once intimated that he saw the 
apparition with his own eyes) “perceived that it 
was Samuel ;” that is, this was the conclusion, o1 
the belief which took place in his mind. Under this 
persuasion, he instantly prostrated himself on the 
ground before the pretended phantom. 

At this stage of the process the woman disap- 
pears in her own person; and through the remain- 
der of the scene, by her art of ventriloquism, sup- 
ports the character of Samuel, whom she had made 
Saul to believe to be now present, come up out of 
the ground. But before she could venture to make 
her ghost utter oracles, it was necessary to draw out 


of Saul the object of his inquiry. Accordingly she 





puts this interrogatory into the mouth of her pre- 
tended Samuel: “Why hast thou disquieted me, tp 
bring me up?” Are not these words precisely in the 
style of pagan witchcraft? Do they not explicitly 
recognise its powers to evoke the dead? Had the 
true Samuel been present, sent by God, as so many 
learned commentators have taught; would he have 
thus attributed his coming to Saul, or to the witeb ar 
Saul’s instigation? Would he have thus complain. 
ed of the disturbance given him, or of the force 
put upon his inclinations? For the words, “ dis. 
quieted me,” in the original Hebrew, signify, “moved 
and disturbed by violence,” and are similar to the 
boast of the Thessalonian witch in Lucan’s Phar- 
salia, that she could in actus invitos prebere deos— 
“constrain the unwilling gods.” Would the true 
Samuel, sent by God, have appeared ignorant of 
the purpose of his mission, and humbly asked of 
Saul, why he had been sent for? On the contrary 
would he not ::ave opened upon the delinquent with a 
sharp rebuke of his recourse to a witch, and at once 
thundered in his ears the impending judgments of 
Heaven? But the artful woman assumes no more 
of the character of Samuel, than might be consistent 
with the reputation of her profession; and suffers 
not a word to escape him tending to its disparage- 
ment—no rebuke upon herself, nor upon Saul for 
applying to her. 

The pretended Samuel having put Saul upon 
stating his case, it is thus described, “ I am sore dis- 
tressed, for the Philistines make war against me, 
and God is departed from me, and answereth me no 
more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams; there- 
fore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known 
unto me what I shall do.” This information was 
amply sufficient to serve as a clue in directing the 
woman what response should be given by her feign- 
ed Samuel. Nothing could be more obvious and na- 
tural than thisreply: “ Wherefore, then, dost thou 
ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from thee, 
and is become thine enemy 27” What follows iu the 
two next verses, is but a repetition of the things 
which all Israel knew Samuel had long since said to 
Saul: “And the Lord hath done to thee, as he 
spake by me; for the Lord hath rent the kingdom 
out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David: because thou obeyedst not the voice 
of the Lord, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon 
Amalek, therefore the Lord hath done this thing 
unto thee this day.” The witch knew that she was 
upon safe ground, while she thus confined her 
ghost to the very words before spoken by the Pro- 
phet. 

The remainder of the response has, indeed, the 
air of prophecy ; but was, in fact, conjecture found- 
ed upon the highest probability. She knew that 
David, with his brave band of heroes, by whose aid 
Saul’s former victories had been generally obtained, 
was now in the camp of the Philistines ;—that their 
army, in other respects, was more numerous and 
powerful than it had ever been before ; while that 
of the Israelites was disheartened and in a state 0! 
dismay, partaking in the terrors of their king and 
commander. From these circumstances, she w# 
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ied to conclude that the time was at hand when God 
would fulfil to David his promise of giving him the 
kingdom. In order to his accession to it, the death 
of Saul and his sons seemed necessary.—She had 
heard Saul confessing that God had forsaken him. 
in this case, she well knew that his defeat and de- 
struction were inevitable. These considerations 
might inspire her with the confidence to make her 
pretended Samuel add, “ Moreover, the Lord-will 
also deliver Israel, with thee, into the hand of the 
Philistines ; and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me.” Undoubtedly the death of him and 
his sons was the more willingly foretold, on account 
of his former persecution of the witches. The He- 
brew word rendered to-morrow, is indefinite aud 
ambiguous ; as it may mean the next day, or some 
future time. It is elsewhere rendered, “ in time to 
come.” Had Saul survived the approaching battle, 
this latitude with respect to the predicted time of 
his death, would have admitted of an interpretation 
consistent with the truth of the oracle. 
—— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him 
be Anathema, Maran-atha.—1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

This verse has sometimes been employed to alarm 
the members of churches, when they have been 
threatened with expulsion, forembracing Universal- 
ism. They have been told the Syriac words, that 
are not translated in the common version of the 
Bible, contain an awful meaning, importing that 
those, who are excommunicated, are set apart for 
destruction, as an accursed thing, and will receive 
eternal damnation at the coming of the Lord to 
judgment, at the end of this world. Church mem- 
bers generally being unacquainted with the oriental 
languages, or inclined to receive any exposition on 
trust, that favours the popular belief, say little on the 
incompatibility of this explanation with the spirit of 
Christianity, orthe character of its Author, but ima- 
gine their teachers must be correct, as they under- 
stand many languages, and have spent much time 
in searching the scriptures. They do not remem- 
ber this admission will render Paul inconsistent with 
himself, when he says in this epistle, v. 5. that the 
excommunicated is to be delivered to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit, pneuma, 
may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But if he meant that expulsion from the church 
should set the offending member apart as a thing 
accursed, in anticipation of the final cursing when 
the Lord comes, these passages would be in direct 
Opposition one to the other, as one would declare 
that the offender is saved at the coming of the Lord, 
the other that he is damned. When a passage is so 
construed as to destroy the credibility of a writer, 
or the truth of his teaching, we should patiently 
inquire into the correctness of our impressions, lest 
the ablest writers become useless through our 
careless misapprehension, or rash conceitedness. 
Unless the scriptures be explained in consistency 
with themselves, in the most rational and clear 
method, their influence is lost on the sober and re- 





flecting, and they are made to speak a iauguage as 
doubtful as the oracles of Delphi, to mutter and 
peep like wizards and sibyls. ‘They must there- 
fore not only be read, but searched, that we may 
understand what we read, and find they contain the 
words of eternal life. In this spirit, and with this 
determination, let us examine the text before us. 

Anathema is a Syriac word, that means devoted, 
separated, or accursed. An offering made to God 
was called anathema, because it was separated, or 
devoted to his service. So an excommunicated per- 
son was called anathema, because he was excluded 
from the blessings and joys of christian fellowship, 
accursed for deserting his master, and delivered to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Hence 
anathema has come to signify a thing or person se- 
parated or devoted to destruction, in the sense and 
manner already explained. In Rom. tx. 3, Pau! 
wishes himself anathema, cr separated from the 
church, rather than his brethren the Jews, which 
shows the terms does not mean devotion to eternal 
rain, according to the usage of the apostle. In Gal. 
i. 8, 9, Paul cautions his brethren against false 
teachers, who bring a gospel different from that he 
had preached, and says, let them be anathema. 
But this cannot imply a wish in the apostle for their 
endless ruin, unless we make him contradict him- 
self, when he instructs Timothy to pray for all men 
without wrath and doubting. 

Maran-atha is a Syriac word, and signifies the 
Lord comes, or is coming ; it also means the highest 
degree of excommunication. The verse under con- 
sideration may therefore be translated in the follow- 
ing manner, according to Wakefield; If any love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be separated from 
you. Our Lord is coming. Kneeland renders 
Maran-atha, our Lord cometh; but this does not 
change the meaning of the passage, or give the term 
a less comprehensible signification. Maran-atha, 
according to Jerom and Chrysostom, signifies the 
Lord is come already, and therefore is to be taken as 
an admonition to those who doubted of the resur- 
rection, and to put them in mind that Christ, the 
judge of the living and the dead, is come already. 
I thus explain Maran-atha, may our Lord come, 
that is, to judge and punish those with exemplary 
judgments and punishments, that do not love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

From what has been said on these words we 
learn, 

1. That the apostle requested his Corinthian bre- 
thren to separate from their communion and fellow- 
ship those who by their conduct and conversation 
gave proof that they did not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. This is the meaning of 4nathe- 
ma according to the understanding of the profound- 
est scholars, and this is its true import according to 
scripture usage. The Corinthians were not directed 
to curse an offending brother because be had gone 
astray, to deliver him to Satan for his eternal ruin, 
or to set him apart for entire destruction at the 
coming of the Lord, but they were to recollect that 
righteousness and unrighteousness, light and dark- 
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ness, Christ and Belial, have no fellowship, concord 
or communion, that they should not be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers, that christians have no part 
with infidels, and that they must come out and be 
separate from the children of sin, to be sons and 
daughters to the Lord. Unless those who loved the 
Lord Jesus withdrew from those who had a form of 
godliness, but denied the power thereof, the cause of 
pure christianity would have suffered great injury 
in the estimation of Pagans, who would have said, 
these Galileans are constantly trumpeting the supe- 
riority of their religion over ours, and declaiming 
against the impurity of our temples, and the wick- 
edness of our priests and people, but see the com- 
pany with whom they associate, and look at the 
character of their communicants, and then say 
which is the purest religion, and which produces the 
best morals. Separation of true christians from hypo- 
crites and infidels was necessary to prevent contami- 
nation; for no person is bound to sit at the Lord’s 
table with liars, thieves, drunkards, or blasphemers, 
after he has prayed, lead me not into temptation, 
but deliver me from evil, nor to join their company 
in such a manner as to endanger his character, or the 
peace of his soul. But no real christian will exile 
these vile wretches from the communion to put 
them in a worse condition in this world, or to en- 
sure their ruin inthe next. Those who possess the 
mind of Christ may be perfectly willing that apos- 
tates should suffer the penalty of their sins, that they 
may turn unto the Lord, and do their first works, 
but on no other account can they acquiesce in the 
misery of those for whose salvation they constantly 
pray. We now see the apostle’s intention in using 
Anathema, or requesting his brethren to expel those 
from the church who loved not the Lord Jesus, and 
the great propriety of his giving this direction. 

2. By subjoining Maran-atha the apostle intend- 
ed to add weight and solemnity to his admonition, so 
that the Corinthians might neither forget nor disre- 
gardit. When they are certified the Lord is at hand, 
it is for the purpose of rendering them watchful over 
their hearts, and the external state, as well as the in- 
ternal condition of the church, lest being found 
slothial, or drunken, they should have their portion 
with hypocrites and unbelievers. The coming of 
the Lord to which Paul alludes in this epistle is fre- 
quently mentioned in other parts of the New Testa- 
ment in so clear a manner, that we can have no 
deubt concerning the time of his advent. Wake- 
field, in a note on Maran-atha, refers us to James v. 
9. where we read, behold, the judge standeth before 
the door. This epistie was written six years after 
Paul’s Ist epistie to the Corinthians, and most 
clearly adverts to the same coming of the Lord, of 
which Paul speaks. But to what coming of the 
Lord did this apostle allude? the answer to this 
question is so easy, that we are told in the Testa- 
ment printed at Andover, in 1814, in a note on 
James v. 8. the coming of the Lord to destroy Jeru- 
salem and to break the power of the unbelieving 
part of the Jewish nation, draweth nigh. This is 
so obvious from the whole chapter that no candid 
and discriminating reader can fail of coming to this 


concluson. But what interest could the Corinthians 
feel in the destruction of Jerusalem, or how should 
the coming of Christ to dissolve the Jewish state so. 
lemnize their minds, or render them careful to se. 
parate those who loved not the Lord Jesus from thei, 
communion? The ruin of the Jewish polity, the 
destruction of their cities and temple, did not merely 
affect those in Judea, but produced great changes 
among Pagans and Christians over the whole earth 
James, in writing to the twelve tribes, which were 
scattered abroad through most of the cities in Eu. 
rope and Asia, warns them, by the coming of the 
Lord, to sobriety, watchfulness, patience and faith. 
fulness, though many of them were far from the Holy 
Land. Peter, writing to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, says, alluding to the same coming of 
Christ, that has been so frequently mentioned, but the 
end of all things is at hand ; be ye, therefore, sober, 
and watch unto prayer. John, in his first epistle, 
which is designed for all christians, says, little chil- 
dren, it is the last hour; and as ye have heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many an- 
tichrists ; whereby we know that it is the last hour. 
These texts fully show the interest the whole 
church took in the coming of the Lord, whether they 
lived in Judea or Corinth, in Bithynia or Britain, 
and the necessity of unweariable vigilance, lest 
the false christs, who abounded just belore his com- 
ing should lead them into error, remissness, and per- 
dition, That they might possess their souls in pa- 
tience, enjoy internal peace and concord, and the 
estimation of their heathen neighbours, the Corin- 
thian church was directed to separate themselves 
from those who loved not the Lord Jesus in since- 
rity, and urged to the performance of this act of 
self-preservation by the coming of the Lord, when 
perilous times would be experienced, false christs 
abound, the love of many wax cold, and men’s 
hearts fail them, for fear, and for looking after those 
things that are coming on the earth. Instead there- 
fore of believing that the apostle wished any hypo- 
crite should be cursed, or commanded the church to 
set any apart for destruction, that he might be 
damned at the coming of the Lord, we are coo- 
strained to admit this exposition is forced, and in 
strong opposition to another part of this epistle. 
When offenders of a particular class were deliver- 
ed to Satan for their ultimate good, were others se- 
parated from the visible church, that the Lord at his 
coming might doom them to ultimate evil? who 
then is the adversary ? If falling into the hand of 
Christ would be our final perdition, but delivery t 
Satan for our salvation, the Bible is indeed a sealed 
book, for it represents Christ as merciful to the ig- 
norant, and those who are out of the way, and as 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, and 
calls the devil our adversary. 
—f>— 
IMPOSITIONS OF THE CLERGY 
CONSIDERED. 

It would be weil for mankind if they would ope? 

their eyes, and behold the impositions which have 





been, and still are practised on them, by designing 
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men, in, what 1s called, “ The Priest's office.” There 
are certain forms and ceremonies, which are enjoin- 
ed on mankind, and none but the priests are au- 
thorized to officiate in them ; while their observ- 
ance is enforced as the imperative duty of man, and 
called by the imposing name of the “ ordinances of 
the Gospel.” 

Eating bread, and drinking wine, under the auspi- 
ces of a priest, is called a “ Sacrament.” A priest 
must baptize children, or it is insinuated that an 
“grdimauee of the Gospel” has been slighted, and 
the consequences may be dreadful! The grand ob- 
ject appears to be this—convince mankind that their 
future aud endless welfare is in jeopardy, and that 
none but priests can avert the danger, and place the 
parties in a “ hopeful condition.” To effect this, 
and establish their consequence and importance on 
a firma basis, the “ ordinances of the Gospel,” as they 
are pleased to call them, are represented as myste- 
wes. ln addition to all this, they have a species of 
adinirable finesse, embodied in what they call “The 
distinguishing doctrines of grace ;” and “ God’s 
discriminating love!” These terms and phrases 
constitute the armour of many modern priests; who 
are, in truth and verity, perfect leeches, who fasten 
upon the purses, and suck away the money from the 
community ! 

Mankind have a criterion to enable them to judge 
and determine, infallibly, who are the real servants 
of Jesus Christ, and the preachers of his approving, 
and who are lovers of the loaves and fishes ; and it 
is their own fault if they do not apply it, and put an 
end to the unchristian and shameful impositions 
which they have so long tolerated, either with a 
slavish feat, or a criminal and interested acquies- 
gence. It is the following : 

Christ’s apostles, whom he commissioned, preach- 
ed the Gospel for Christ’s sake; and for the love 
they bore (not to the purses, but to the persons of) 
their brethren of the human family. They waited 
for no calls, but the call of their divine Master, to 
stimulate them to the work of the “ Gospel minis- 
try.” They were never known to neglect and leave 
one portion of God’s heritage, and go to another, 
because more money was offered for their services. 
They invariably associated, as did their Master be- 
fore them, with all religious sects who would listen 
to their preaching ; and accounted themselves as 
Servants, and proved the sincerity of their profes- 
sions by their humility, abstinence, and temperance. 
In fine, they never arrogated honours, nor coveted 
riches. They never wore titles—the terms Doctor 
of Divinity, and Reverend, they did not assume, 
nor tolerate. Such is the line of distinction drawn 
between modern priests and Christ’s apostles, that 
no greater degree of shrewdness or sagacity is ne- 
cessary to discover it, than to discern the difference 
between noonday and midnight! Enough this to 
enable any man to judge of the “tree by its fruits!” 
“ He that hath ears to hear let him hear !” 

In exposing the errors which have crept into the 
church, through the influence and example of in- 
terested men, who have sometimes the form of god- 











nifying that all the clergy of the orthodox cast, are 
thus reprehensible. We rejoice that we can bear 
honourable testimony to the contrary ; and speak 
in terms of praise and approbation of some of them ; 
who, however we may lament the errors they have 
cherished in doctrine, we esteem as sincere men, 
giving the best evidence that, according to the mea- 
sure of wisdom and ability which God has granted 
them, they are faithful in their stewardship. We 
could name some, but their modesty forbids it, 
These honest servants of Christ, have the distin- 
guishing characteristic of the Christian. They 
have bowels of mercy and compassion. 
It is the overbearing, money-loving, purse-proud 
hypocrite, whom we hold up to view; not by the 
“hair of his head,” but by his official deception, and 
ecclesiastical finesse, that the many honest priest- 
ridden victims to clerical duplicity, and pious fraud, 
may escape from the unmerciful fangs of their spi- 
ritual tormentors. 
—<>—- 
[From the Liverpool Mercury.] 
LESSON TO INTOLERANTS. 
Tue following is the prayer of Joseph, Emperor of 
Germany, extracted from an old German work, un- 
der the title of Joseph’s Gebetbuck, the Emperor’s 
Prayer Book. Should you deem it calculated to 
increase in your readers that spirit of unbounded 
charity which breathes through the whole, and which 
is the essence of true religion, its early insertion in 
your valuable paper, the Mercury, will oblige 
W. J. 
PRAYER. 
O thou eternal, incomprehensible Being! whe 
art the fountain of mercy and the source of love! 
thy sun lights equally the Christian and the Atheist ; 
thy showers equally nourish the fields of believers 
and the infidels; the seed of virtue is found even 
in the heart of the impious and the heretic. From 
thee I learn, therefore, that diversity of opinion does 
not prevent thee from being a beneficent Father 
to all mankind. Shall I, then, thy feeble creature, 
be less indulgent? Shall [ not permit ny subjects 
to adore thee in what manner they please? Shall 
I persecute those who differ from me in point of 
thinking ? Shall I spread my religion with the point 
of my sword? O thou! whose mighty power and 
ineffable love embrace the universe, grant that such 
erroneous principles may never harbour in my 
breast. I will try to be like thee, as far as human 
efforts can approach infinite perfection. I will be 
as indulgent as thou to all men whose tenets differ 
from mine ; and all unnatural compulsion, in point 
of conscience, shall be banished for ever from my 
kingdom. 

Where is the religion that does not instruct us to 
love virtue and detest vice? Let all religions, there- 
fore, be tolerated. Let all mankind pay their wor- 
ship to thee, thou eternal Being! in the manner 
thou thinkest best. Does an error in judgment de- 


serve an expulsion from society ? And is force the 
proper way to win the heart, or bring the swerving 
mind to a true sense of religion? Let the shameful 
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the sweet bonds of fraternal amity unite all my sub- 
jects for ever! I am sensible that many difficulties 
will occur to me in this bold attempt, and that most 
of them will be thrown in my way by those very 
persons who style themselves thy ministers; but 
may thy almighty power never forsake me! 

O thou eternal, incomprehensible Being ! fortify 
my holy resolutions with thy love, that I may sur- 
mount every obstacle; and let that law of our Di- 
vine master, which inculcates charity and patience, 
be always impressed upon my heart. AMEN. 

—j>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor,—A few Sabbaths since I attended 
the Union Baptist Church, the Preacher in his dis- 
course, took the liberty to make a few remarks on the 
law of God, and asserted that Christ saved us from 
punishment in a future state. He predicated the 
truth of his assertion on the following passage of 
scripture—Gal. iii. 13.“ Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us ; for it is written, cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree.” For my own part, I can see no- 
thing in the law of God which threatens punish- 
ment in another world for sins committed in this; 
yet I am at aloss to know what the “ curse” is, that 
we are delivered from by the death of Christ. An 
exposition of the passage alluded to, would be ac- 
ceptable to Cevess. 

New-York, April 10th, 1826. 

REPLY. 

The preacher, alluded to, must be sharpsighted, 
to find evidence in Gal. iii. to substantiate the hypo- 
thesis which teaches that man is saved from a future 
punishment; or that the law of God ever threaten- 
ed man with future suffering for violating it. This 
doctrine, which is preached by many, and enforced 
with pitiful threatenings of “ endless damnation,” 
has no evidence to support it, if we except the ipse 
dirit and good wishes of ignorant men and design- 
ing fanatics. Christ declared, that “ one jot or one 
tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled.” He accompanies this declaration with 
the assertion, “ Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil.” (Matt. v. 17,18.) Consequently, if 
the law threatens mankind with future suffering, of 
endless duration, they will and must endure it; the 
crucifixion of Christ to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, or the book is false ! 

If the law threatens no man with future and end- 
less punishment, it follows that Christ will save no 
man from future punishment; for no man can be 
saved from any danger or suffering which neither 
has, nor can have an existence. The curse of 
the law, then, whatever it may be, is not suffering 
beyond this life. So far as Christ is represented as 
being cursed on man’s account, we find a solution 
in the passage quoted. “It is written, Cursed ts 
every one that hangeth ona tree.” If this decla- 
ration be true, that every one is cursed that hangeth 
on a tree, then, when Christ was hanged on a tree, 
he was cursed! Pray, is hanging on a tree the same 
as being endlessly miserable in a future state? If 


—. 


Christ endured the curse of the law, on man’s ac. 
count, (not in man’s stead,) and the curse of the law 
is punishment in another world, then it follows, that 
Christ must either be punished in another world, or 
the curse of the law is not punishment in another 
world; or, Christ never endured the curse of the 
law. No man can get by these conclusions. 

1. What did Christ suffer? 

2. How is any man redeemed from the curse of 
the law ? 

Christ suffered the curse of the law. What is it? 
Ans. He that is hanged, is cursed. He is rejected, 
He is forsaken. Hence the declaration of Christ~ 
“My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me 2” 
There wore various ways of being cursed under the 
law. See Deut. xxviii. “ Cursed shall be thy bas- 
ket and thy store. Cursed shalt thou be in the city, 
and in the field. Cursed shalt thou be when thou 
goest out. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest 
in,” &c. Nota word is said of cursing mankind in 
a Hell, in a future state. No, this kind of cursing 
has been manufactured by modern priests! We ask, 
How can a man’s basket be punished in a future 
state ? Or, if this is admitted to be a figure, or me- 
tonymy, in speech, what has a man’s basket to do 
with a future state ? 

The curse of the law was denounced against the 
Jews in case of disbelief and disobedience. Mar- 
kind are now redeemed from this curse, in all its 
shapes, by faith and obedience. Or, in the words 
of Paul, Gal. iii. 14. “ That the blessing of Abra- 
ham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ ; that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.” 

Finally, mankind are redeemed from the curse 
of the law, by learning, of Christ, to keep the law, 
and thereby to escape its penalty. 

—p— 
A PRIEST-RIDDEN TOWN. 

Tue article following this, entitled “ Distinguish- 
ed Liberality,” is good evidence of the successful 
cunning of the modern priesthood. The life-mem- 
bership of this parson to the eight societies men- 
tioned, amounts to about $260. In addition to this, 
is the expense of educating the parson’s two name- 
sakes, and one for his deceased wife, &c. &c. “ for 
the general cause of religion.” It appears, how- 
ever, that the “ young ladies” of Newton are alone, 
so far as religion is concerned, if the apostle James 
knew any thing about the matter. (See Jaimes 
i. 27.) 

If time shall not reveal to the priest-ridden dupes, 
that the money bestowed for the purpose of edu- 
eating pious (alias lazy) young men for the minis- 
try, is worse than thrown away, we shall be willing, 
for once, to be pronounced—mistaken. It is la- 
mentable that the American public is so blinded as 
to submit to the impositions of a hypocritical and 
extravagant clergy, to the disgrace of every thing 
deserving the name of religion. It is time, these 
contributions should cease; and the unfortunate 
poor, and suffering sons and daughters of humani- 
ty, receive the funds which are now squandered by 
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apostles, is in the same proportion as the affinity 

which exists between “ God and mammon.” 
DISTINGUISHED LIBERALITY: 

Parson John Homer,of Newton, Mass. by a card 
in the Boston Recorder, expresses his thanks to a 
Society of Gentlemen in his parish, for $50 to con- 
stitute him an Honorary member of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. He 
also expresses his thanks to the ladies and gentle- 
men of his Society, for previous contributions of the 
necessary sums to constitute him a life member ot 
the American Bible Society, the American Educa- 
tion Society, the Middlesex Education Society, the 
American Tract Society, the New-Hampshire Mis- 
sionary Society, the Massachusetts Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society, the Newton Auxiliary Education 
Society—for the payment for seven years, of the 
requisite sum for the educating a youth in India, of 
the name of their pastor,—for the support of an 
aboriginal youth bearing the same name,—and of a 
female Indian bearing the name of: his deceased 
wife. He also states that the gentlemen of his own 
and a sister Society in the town, have annually made 
liberal contributions to the plan of educating pious 
young men for the ministry, and for the general 
cause of religion; that a senior Ladies’ Charitable 
Society have for three years aided a promising youth 
in his collegiate education, and a younger Ladies’ 
Society have contributed in clothing for the poor 
of the town. 

Newton, at.the last census, numbered a popula- 
tion of 1709, and its inhabitants support three mi- 
nisters of the Gospel, viz. Rev. Mr. Homer, and 
Rev. Mr. Greenough, Congregationalists ; and Rev. 
M:. Grafton, Baptist. —M. H. Rep. 

—_>— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
4g REASONABLE REQUEST TO THE 
DOCTORS. 

Sirs,—W ill you be so kind as to inform the pub- 
tic, in any way which your wisdom may think pro- 
per, why you represent the Saviour’s words, Mat. 
xvi, 26, to signify or teach the doctrine of eternal 
misery? The Saviour says; “For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? or, what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” These words you employ for the 
purpose of inducing the belief, that Jesus Christ 
taught the doctrine of endless punishment. But 
many people doubt your strict honesty in doing this ; 
and I must confess that I doubt it myself. I have 
charity for many ignorant preachers, who have all 
their life time been deceived respecting this pas- 
sage, and who have not the means of correcting the 
error. They, no doubt, honestly hold up the idea 
that Jesus meant eternal misery by the loss of the 
soul; and becoming fervent in their zeal for the 
salvation of what they call poor immortal souls, they 
succeed in frightening ignorant people with the be- 
lief that they are in danger of this horrible wretch- 
But how is this charity to be extended 





ed state. 


to you, who know that the word, in this text, which 
is rendered soul, is rendered life in the preceding 
verse? The Gareek word is psucheen, and the 


two verses together read thus ; “ For whosoever will 
save his psucheen shall lose it; and whosoever will 
lose his psucheén for my sake shall find it. For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own psucheen ? or, what shall a 
man give in exchange for his psucheen ?” If losing 
psucheen in the 26th verse mean eternal punish- 
ment, will you tell me, Sirs, what it means in the 
25th? There the disciple is recommended to lose 
it for Christ’s sake. 

Now, Doctors, if you come out candidly and sa- 
tisfy the public on the foregoing subject, you will 
thereby remove all cause of suspicion in this case ; 
but if not, will you not add all the evidence which is 
now wanting to convict you of deceit ! 

_—>—- 
From a Western Paper. 
A ZEALOUS FANATIC. 

A zealous fanatic by the name of Finney, a Pres- 
byterian priest in Jefferson county, (N. Y.) publicly 
declared, not long since, that he was one of the 
Brigadier Generals of Jesus Christ, with a special 
commission from the court of heaven to preach the 
gospel, and all that did not believe him would be 
eternally damned! In one of his meetings he fur- 
ther declared himself commissioned to make wai 
with the devil ; and that he was not ignorant of the 
machinations and devices of that evil being, nor of 
his power, neither indeed of his size; which he as- 
serted was “ bigger than the whole of this world !” 
At this last Polyphemian monster of an expression, 
a young man in the congregation, had the unblush- 


| ing impudence to smile ; whereupon the Brigadier 


General, suddenly breaking off from preaching, de- 
mands, in a voice of thunder ; “ Young man, what 
are you laughing at?” “ Sir, I did but smile, and 
I don’t know as I am obliged to tell you what I smiled 
at.” “ J insist on it you shall tell! what were you 
laughing at?” “I think, Sir, I understood you to 
say, the devil was bigger than all this world!” “I 
did say so.”—“I would merely wish to inquire, 
then, how large Mary Magdalene was, who had se- 
ven Devils in her 2” 
—~>—- 
A QUESTION ON THE TRINITY. 

In the days of the Emperor Justinian a violent dis. 
pute arose in the church on this question, whether 
we ought to say, “ One of the trinity suffered inthe 
flesh,” or “ One person of the trinity suffered in the 
flesh.” “On this pretty puzzle there were four 
different opinions. One set approved both expres 
sions, a second condemned both, a third maintain 
ed the former expression to be orthodox, the latter 
heterodox, and a fourth affirmed the reverse. In 
this squabble emperors, popes, and patriarchs eu- 
gaged with great fury.”— Christian Disciple. 

—_— 
BISHOP NESTORIUS. 

Nestorius, a bishop, was censured and degraded 
for denying that Mary was the “ mother of God.” 

St. Ann was supposed to be the mother of Mary, 
and so lately as the beginning of the last century, a 
dispute arose in the papal church on this question : 





Whether St. Ann should be styled “God’s grand- 
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mother,” or “ The mother of the mother of God” 
The question wa» decided by Pope Clement XI 
He thought proper to suppress the title “ God’s 
grandmother,” as offensive to pious ears. “ Yet,’ 
says Dr. Campbell, “it is impossible for one, with- 
out naming Nestorius, to give a clearer decision in 
his favour.”—See Lectures on Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, pp. 223—225.—Chr. Intel. 
—=— 

NEW METHODIST MEETING-HOUSE. 

The Methodists have nearly completed another 
Meeting-House on Manhattan Island, attached to 
this city. 

Now we ask in the name of reason, mercy, and 
compassion, if it would not have been better for 
these high professors to have taken the money ex- 
pended for this purpose, and redeemed their poor 
brethren and sisters now suffering in the New-York 
Poor-House. 

We repeat it, that these professors of religion 
who thus treat the members of Christ’s mystical 
body, (and members of their own church) betray a 
greater want of true Christian principle, than Turks 
or Heathens, whatever their pretensions to pure and 
undefiled religion may be.—N. Y. Telescope. 

aii pa 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 

Often at morn I've look'’d towards the east 

To see the sun in all his glory rise, 
And shape his conrse towards the azure west, 
In his diurnal passage through the skies ; 
When just above the horizon I've seen 
A dark’ning cloud approach, and suddenly 
Was hid the refulgences of his radiant beam, 
Which cheer'd the observing and delighted cye. 


And I have seen the little infant smile, 
And it alternately would smile and weep ; 
Look ‘round opon this wicked world awhile, 
And in its mother’s arms fall fast asleep ; 
Both health and beauty glow'd upon his check, 
Aud as he lay in sweet serenity, 
Methought I heard the mother softly speak ; 
And say, ‘ there's many years in store for thee.’ 


But human hopes are fragile—sickness came, 
And soon the rosy hue of health is fled, 
And soon his tender and exhausted frame 
Gave o'er, and lo, the litle one is dead : 
Death! what a war thou dost with mortals wage, 
A war in which there can be no exchange, 
Thou sparest neither infancy nor age ; 
Through the wide world is thy destructive range. 


Farewell, sweet, lovely, interesting babe, 

From this world's cares and troubles thou art free, 
Jesus thy Saviour in compassion said, 

Suffer such little ones to come to me ; 
Thou hast obeyed his loving heavenly call, 

Flew to thy Saviour’s gracious kind embrace, 
And he to whom is known a sparrow’s fall, 

Has found for thee in heaven a resting place. 


Though the bright sun by morning clouds be hid, 
Yet on a future morning will ke rise, 
Bis untir'd course in majesty to speed 
O'er the vast concave of the cloudless skies 
And so the infant who is early torn 
From a kind parent's tender, anxious love, 
Shall rise at the glorious resurrection morn, 





OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME OF THE 


Gospel Iheraty, 


Although it may be thought unnecessary again 
to obtrude into the notice of the public the pring. 
ples and views of the editor, in the shape of a Pros. 
pectus, it will not be improper, nor inexpedient to 
state, for the consideration of our Patrons, some. 
thing as a guaranty to ensure a perpetuity of exe, 
tion in the cause of truth, and a continuance 
liberality towards those of other sects and persus 
sions. 

The Gosrex Herarp has been, and shall te, 
devoted to the dissemination of truth, and the ex- 
posing and destruction of error. In labouring in 
these vocations, priestcraft, the modern missiona- 
ry mania, fat salaries, with all the finesse and cun. 
ning of ecclesiastical money-catchers, will receive 
that attention which shall be deemed necessary to 
undeceive the hoodwinked, who are the subjects 
of priestly deception and fraud. 

The sincere of all denominations are invited to 
patronise this paper, and resort to its columas in 
defence of their principles and views. Both sides 
of the question will be fairly exhibited to the candid 
reader, and truth left to exercise a supremacy over 
error by the native loveliness which it possesses, 
while hypocrites and bigots resort to persecution 
in support of their ill-gotten and ragged opinions. 

While liberality which is the constant concomi- 
tant of honesty in principle, and frankness in pro- 
fession, survives the malignant efforts of interested 
spiritual disorganizers, this paper will, it is hoped, re- 
ceive countenance and support. And we cherish the 
conviction, that long after the knell has been tolled 
to the corrupt remains of antichristian zealot, the 
Gosret Heraxp, or some phenix from its ashes, 
will continue to reflect the blaze of truth, and spread 
the illumination of the light of Heaven till the Uni- 
verse shall witness the restoration of the great fami- 
ly of man. 


CONDITIONS. 

This work will be of the present (Super Royal Octavo} 
size ; each Number containing eight pages, of two columns 
each ; on fine paper. 

This Paper will be printed on Burgeois type, and make 
a Super Royal Octavo Volume of 212 pages annually, in- 
cluding an Index to the contents, which will be delivered to 
Subscribers at the end of the year, to complete the volume. 

This Paper will be published every other Saturday, and 
devoted to Theological discussion and inquiry, without re 
gard to name, sect, or 


arty. 
The Subscription will be ONE DOLLAR per year, p* 


able in 
ADVANCE. 
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“ Editor of the Gosrpet Heap,” are requested 
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